
Opportunities for MS4 Engagement Through 
Volunteer Monitoring Programs



Who?
• SC Adopt-a-Stream Program 

(SC AAS) 
• Monitor 
• FREE Workshops
• EPA Approved
• Valuable Data Uses
• Educated Citizens
• Healthier Streams

www.scadoptastream.org



Why do volunteers join?
• Baseline Data – VALUABLE

• Citizen Stewards – IMPACT

• ↑ Water Quality – COMMUNITY

• Outreach – EDUCATION

• Find Problem – FIX IT

• NOT regulatory 



What do volunteers measure?

Measured Monthly: 
• Air Temperature
• Water Temperature
• Dissolved Oxygen
• pH
• Conductivity
• Bacteria
• Salinity
• Transparency



When do volunteers monitor?

Measured Quarterly:
• Macroinvertebrates

Measured Yearly: 
• Physical Habitat Assessment



• Publicly 
Accessible 
Database

• Explore 
Upcoming 
Events

• E-Newsletter 
Sign-up

• Data Export

Website?









Volunteers = public 
education and 

outreach

Sampling events = 
public participation

Find illicit discharges 
that may have gone 

unnoticed

Lower costs to treat 
drinking water by 
being proactive

Bacteria Alerts, Odor 
Alerts, Illegal Dumping

Why collaborate with SC AAS?

Fulfills MS4 Minimum Control Measures! 



You help SC AAS…
1. Share your knowledge as a trainer
2. Sponsor monitoring supplies
3. Utilize and share data
4. Identify adoptable streams
5. Become a volunteer



“Hubs” – Kit Cost



Examples of 
MS4 
Involvement

Richland and Anderson County 
Stormwater
• Certified staff, purchased monitoring kits, provided 

training space, provided printed materials and 
promoted program at events

Richland County Stormwater’s Education 
Coordinator
• Certified SC AAS Trainer/hosts workshops

Pickens County Stormwater Manager

• “AAS …increase(s) awareness of the County’s 
nonpoint source pollution and water quality issues.” 



Examples of 
MS4 
Involvement

Spartanburg County Stormwater 
manager 
• Quick follow-up on high bacteria counts or 

concerning odors/colors

Town of Hilton Head Island MS4 
Coordinator
• Tidal Saltwater Trainer

York County CEPSCI Inspectors 

• Monitor stream sites while they are out 
inspecting construction projects





Executive Director of Powdersville Water
Dyke Spencer
• “Public education is the best way to correct the path we are on…..teaching people 

how they impact the environment during their daily living. This program allows 
them to get involved and be a part of their environment and part of the solution.”

• “Adopt a Stream is a great opportunity for our company to accomplish several 
things:

• Shows that our company (Powdersville Water) is in the “environment” business and that we 
were serious about preserving our water resources…..so we involved ourselves in the effort.

• Teaches our own operators about a biological & ecological part of the business they are in.
• I have been very impressed in how quickly this program has caught on in the upstate and we 

have an opportunity to place our “mark” on something that will be viewed as “GOOD” to our 
consumers statewide.

• I believe that anything we can do to promote the protection of our water resources is just an 
extension of our daily job as water providers.”



Sierra Hylton
Program Coordinator

hyltonsf@dhec.sc.gov
803-898-4168

www.scadoptastream.org

Upcoming 
Workshops

--------------------------
October 16th

Spartanburg
October 23rd

North Augusta 
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